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Richard III’s Knights of the Garter 

A. COMPTON REEVES 

During his brief reign, King Richard III of England was responsible for the 
addition of seven men to the fellowship of the Order of the Garter. The 
objective of this essay is to become acquainted with those men, and in the 
process endeavour to understand what recommended them for membership 
and how they acquitted themselves as Garter knights. Were they men of martial 
prowess? Were they men of high social standing, and did they give unswerving 
loyalty to their king? Did they enjoy the personal friendship of the king, and 
what kind of notable service did they give to king and kingdom? Also, were the 
characters of the men, in chivalric terms, without reproach? 

Richard III was nurtured in the chivalric ethic of the most lofty rank of the 
English aristocracy.1 The liberality manifested in the chivalric virtue of largesse
was part of the York family tradition. Richard bore the chivalric value of loyauté 
in his motto Loyalte me lie. The value of prouesse he amply demonstrated through 
his prowess on the field of battle at Barnet, Tewkesbury, and Bosworth. 
Richard’s exemplification of the gentle, courteous behavior of knightly courtoisie
likely depended upon the observer’s perception. Richard was keen on heraldry, 
and had his own herald of arms (known as Gloucester herald before Richard 
became king) and a pursuivant of arms (called Blanc Sanglier).2 As king, in 1484, 
Richard granted corporate status to the officers of arms. Moreover, Richard 
was, from October 1469 until he became king, constable of England.3 The 
constable was the superior of two judges in the Court of Chivalry, a military 
court that considered cases arising from warfare, such as prisoner and ransom 
disputes, safe conducts, and cowardice. The court also heard cases of the use of 
coats-of-arms and of treason. 

The society of knights that came to be called the Order of the Garter was 
founded by King Edward III, most likely in 1348, in the triumphal afterglow of 
his campaign of 1346-47 in France, highlighted by the victory at Crécy over the 
French royal army and the capture, following an eleven-month siege, of the 
port city of Calais. By the time of Richard III, the Order of the Garter enjoyed 
international prestige as an expression of chivalric values. The chief officer of 
the Order was known as the Sovereign, and he was always the king of England. 

1 J. Hughes, The Religious Life of Richard III, Stroud 1997, pp. 28-29, 55-56; A.F. Sutton and L. 
Visser-Fuchs, Richard III’s Books, Stroud 1997, Chapter 4; Sutton and Visser-Fuchs, 
‘”Chevalerie…in som partie is worthi forto be comendid, and in some part to ben amendid”: 
Chivalry and the Yorkist Kings’, in St George’s Chapel, Windsor, in the Late Middle Ages, ed. C. 
Richmond and E. Scarff, Windsor 2001, pp. 107-33.  

2 N. Ramsay, ‘Richard III and the Office of Arms’, in The Yorkist Age, ed. H. Kleineke and C. 
Steer, Harlaxton Medieval Studies 23, Donington 2013, pp. 142-53. 

3 R. Horrox, Richard III: A Study in Service, Cambridge 1989, p. 33. 
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The membership was restricted to twenty-six, and the members, in a gesture 
towards egalitarian fellowship, were known as companions. The Order had the 
dimension of a religious confraternity with its chapel in the lower ward of 
Windsor Castle. A chapel within Windsor Castle was not something new in the 
fourteenth century. Henry I had been married in a chapel there in 1121, and 
Henry III initiated the building of a new chapel in 1240. It was the Henry III 
chapel that Edward III had refurbished and prepared as the spiritual focus of 
his chivalric fellowship. 4  To the chapel were assigned twenty-four priests, 
twelve canons, and twelve vicars, whose purpose was to pray for the 
companions in life and for their souls after death. The Windsor chapel had 
been dedicated to St Edward the Confessor, and was further dedicated as the 
chapel of the Order to the patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 
soldier-martyr St George. The Order held an annual assembly at Windsor on or 
close to 23 April, the feast day of St George.5 Richard III’s older brother, King 
Edward IV, was enthusiastically supportive of the Order of the Garter, and 
Edward’s supreme achievement in architectural patronage was the building of a 
new, replacement Chapel of St George at Windsor Castle.6 The construction of 
Edward IV’s chapel was begun in 1475, and was not completed until 1528 in 
the reign of Henry VIII.7 In addition to commissioning a new chapel for the 
Order, Edward IV also commissioned manuscripts decorated with the garter 
insignia of the Order;8 he instituted as well the office of chancellor of the 
Order.9

Edward IV secured the election to the Order of his youngest brother, 
Richard, the future King Richard III, but then duke of Gloucester, in 1466, 
when Richard was aged fourteen. Then, in 1475, King Edward inducted his two 
sons, Edward and Richard, into the Order, at the tender ages of four and two.10

4 P.J. Begent and H. Chesshyre, The Most Noble Order of the Garter: 650 Years, London 1999, p. 
22.

5 Among the studies of the founding and structuring of the Order of the Garter are: R.W. 
Barber, Edward III and the Triumph of England, London 2013, pp. 259-326; Begent and Chesshyre, 
Most Noble Order, pp. 7-18; D’A.J.D. Boulton, The Knights of the Crown, New York 1987, pp. 96-166, 
and H.E.L. Collins, The Order of the Garter, 1348-1461, Oxford 2000, pp. 6-33; W.M. Ormrod, ‘For 
Arthur and St George: Edward III, Windsor Castle and the Order of the Garter’, in St George’s 
Chapel, Windsor, in the Fourteenth Century, ed. N. Saul, Woodbridge 2005, pp. 13-34; N. Saul, Chivalry
in Medieval England, Cambridge 2011, pp. 102-10; and J. Vale, ‘Image and identity in the prehistory 
of the Order of the Garter’, in St George’s, Windsor, ed. Saul, pp. 35-50. 

6 Begent and Chesshyre, Most Noble Order, pp. 59-61; Hannes Kleineke, Edward IV, London 
2009, pp. 186-87; C.D. Ross, Edward IV, Berkeley 1974, pp. 274-76. See also, for example, L. 
Visser-Fuchs, ‘The garters and the garter achievements of Charles the Bold, Duke of Burgundy’, 
The Ricardian, vol. 23 (2013), pp. 1-19. 

7 T. Tatton-Brown, ‘The constructional sequence and topography of the chapel and college 
buildings at St George’s’, in St George’s Chapel, ed. Richmond and Scarff, p. 3. 

8  J. Backhouse, ‘Memorials and manuscripts of a Yorkist elite’, in St George’s Chapel, ed. 
Richmond and Scarff, p. 152. 

9 Begent and Chesshyre, Most Noble Order, p. 109. 
10 Boulton, Knights of the Crown, p. 133. 



Richard III’s Knights of the Garter 

95

It was Edward’s intention that his mortal remains be buried in the Chapel of 
St George at Windsor, but doubtless the event came sooner than he can have 
wished. Edward IV died at Westminster Palace on 9 April 1483 seemingly of 
natural (but difficult to identify) causes following an illness of less than a 
fortnight.11 He was a few days short of his forty-first birthday, and his death 
initiated a series of dramatic events in English political life. It was presumed 
that the elder of his two sons would become the next king as Edward V, and 
that a minority government would be formed until the twelve-year-old could 
govern on his own. That is not how events unfolded. The story of young 
Edward being set aside and his uncle Richard of Gloucester usurping the 
throne, dramatic and historically controversial as the episode is, need not be of 
concern here. 

Edward IV died in April, the month of the annual assembly of the Order of 
the Garter. His remains were transported to Windsor, with final interment in 
the chapel of St George on 20 April.12 Surviving records for the Order of the 
Garter for this period are scant.13 However, a few considerations are reasonable 
about circumstances. Some Garter knights were likely on hand at Windsor for 
the annual assembly and found themselves attending a royal funeral. Any 
assembly, in the unlikely event that one took place in 1483, would have been 
subdued by the state of mourning for the late king. With the death of King 
Edward, it would have been thought that his son Edward would move to the 
Sovereign’s position in the Order and that, since young Edward was already a 
companion, there would be an opening to elect a new companion. Moreover, 
King Ferrante of Naples, illegitimate son of King Alfonso V of Aragon, had 
been elected in 1482, but had seemingly declined his election.14 Another source 
states that King João II of Portugal’s 1482 election was voided, and that he was 
re-elected in 1488.15 In any case, early on in 1483 at least two new companions 
could be elected. Moreover, by the end of 1483 Sir William Parr, grandfather of 
Queen Catherine Parr and one of Edward IV’s Garter knights, had died. An 
assembly was not necessary to select new companions; the sovereign could act 
as need arose upon the submission by companions of nominations. 16  The 
statutes of the Order provided that should the sovereign be absent or unable to 
preside at official activities of the Order, a deputy could be appointed in his 
place.17 Given the youth of the putative Edward V, it is possible that Edward 

11 Ross, Edward IV, pp. 414-17. 
12 A.F. Sutton and L. Visser-Fuchs with R.A. Griffiths, The Royal Funerals of the House of York at 

Windsor, London 2005, pp. 7-45. Two of Edward’s children were laid to rest in St George’s 
Chapel before their father: George (d. 1479) and Mary (d. 1482). Edward’s queen, Elizabeth 
Woodville, would be buried there following her death in 1492, idem, pp. 47-74.  

13 Boulton, Knights of the Crown, p. 117. 
14 Ibid., p. 137. 
15 E.H. Fellowes, The Knights of the Garter, 1348-1939, London 1939, p. 1.  
16 Boulton, Knights of the Crown, pp. 129-31. 
17 Ibid., p. 126. 
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IV’s sole surviving brother, Richard, Duke of Gloucester, would have been 
viewed as an appropriate deputy to function as sovereign. 

Richard of Gloucester was at Middleham Castle in Yorkshire when his 
brother died. Early preparations may well have been under way for a journey to 
Windsor and the annual Garter assembly. However, on learning of Edward IV’s 
death, Richard would certainly have paused to consult with associates about the 
political situation and the strong possibility that he would be taking on the 
duties of Protector of England until his nephew came of age and could assume 
the task of governing the kingdom. Richard may also have needed time to 
gather a retinue appropriate to the new political climate. Richard began to travel 
south, and was in the city of York for St George’s Day (Wednesday, 23 April).18

At the time of his father’s death, Edward, Prince of Wales, was at Ludlow in 
Shropshire, the administrative center of the principality of Wales, and he began 
travelling eastward with his escort on the morrow of St George’s Day. Uncle 
and nephew met at Stony Stratford in Northamptonshire on 30 April. Less than 
two months later, on 26 June in London, Richard of Gloucester accepted a bill 
of petition from an assembly of notables that he assume the throne of England 
as King Richard III. The extraordinary and astonishing events of May and June 
1483 are the subject of continuing controversy that is not likely ever to be 
resolved. These events need not be rehearsed in the context of King Richard’s 
Garter knights. In this regard, however, another Garter knight must be 
mentioned. Anthony Woodville, Earl Rivers and the brother of the recently 
widowed Queen Elizabeth Woodville, had been making his way from Ludlow 
with Prince Edward, was taken into custody during the meeting at Stony 
Stratford, and was then taken to Pontefract Castle where he was beheaded on 
25 June. 19  The execution of Rivers provided another opening among the 
companions of the Garter.  

The official proclamation in June 1483 of the illegitimacy of the two sons of 
Edward IV must have led (although there is not documentary proof in support) 
to thoughts of their being degraded from companionship in the Order of the 
Garter. One of the events leading to Richard of Gloucester assuming the 
kingship was the arrest and summary execution of Edward IV’s chamberlain, 
William, Lord Hastings, on 13 June. The death of Hastings removed a knight of 
the Garter from the scene. Later in the year, Henry Stafford, Duke of 
Buckingham, who had initially been a firm supporter during the seizure by 
Richard of Gloucester of the throne and who had taken Richard’s place as 
constable of England,20 rose in a failed rebellion against Richard III and was 
executed in the presence of the king on 2 November.21 Moreover, one of the 

18 R. Edwards, The Itinerary of King Richard III, 1483-1485, London 1983, p. 1. 
19 D. Hipshon, Richard III, London 2011, pp. 124-25. 
20  R. Horrox and P.W. Hammond, eds, British Library Harleian Manuscript 433, 4 vols, 

Gloucester 1979-83, vol. 1, p. 69. 
21 L. Gill, Richard III and Buckingham’s Rebellion, Stroud 1999, pp. 7, 75. Treason was grounds 

for the degradation of a Garter knight: Begent and Chesshyre, Most Noble Order, p. 269. 
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few fifteenth-century degradations from the Order recorded was that of 
Thomas Grey, Marquess of Dorset and the older of the two sons of Queen 
Elizabeth from her first marriage, who was degraded from the Order in 1483.22

Thus still more openings in the Garter ranks came to exist in 1483. 
The coronation of Duke Richard of Gloucester as King Richard III of 

England took place in Westminster Abbey on Sunday, 6 July 1483, and it was a 
grand event.23 Richard, like his brother Edward, was devoted to the Order of 
the Garter, and he signaled his devotion at the earliest stage of his reign. A few 
days before the coronation, Richard and his queen exchanged gifts: Anne 
received, in part, twenty yards of cloth of gold ornamented with garters, and 
she gave her husband ‘purple velvet decorated with garters and roses’. On the 
eve of the coronation, an elaborate procession moved through the streets from 
the Tower of London to Westminster. The focus of the procession was King 
Richard, who wore the garter of the Order on his left leg. One of the seven 
henchmen who followed behind the king was riding a horse with a trapper 
embroidered with several hundred garters. The most sacred part of the 
coronation itself was the anointing of the king with the oil of St Thomas. 
During the anointing, a canopy was held over the king’s head on four staves 
supporting the four corners. One of the knights supporting the canopy was the 
Garter knight Sir William Parr, and another was Sir Richard Ratcliffe, soon to 
be one of King Richard’s Garter knights.24

It must have appeared that everyone of any importance was in attendance at 
the coronation. Indeed, six of the seven men who became garter knights during 
the reign of Richard III were present. The missing man was Sir Richard 
Tunstall (d. 1492). Tunstall was out of the kingdom on the king’s business, for 
Richard had early on appointed Tunstall to be his deputy of Calais Castle.25 In 
the list of Garter knights compiled by the astrologer, lawyer, and antiquary Elias 
Ashmole (1617-1692), who served as Windsor Herald from 1660 to 1675, 
Tunstall was the seventh and last in Ashmole’s list of Richard III’s knights of 
the Garter.26 The first name on Ashmole’s list was Sir John Conyers (d. 1490).27

22 Begent and Chesshyre, Most Noble Order, p. 277. 
23 C.D. Ross, Richard III, Berkeley 1981, pp. 94-95; A.F. Sutton and P.W. Hammond, eds, The 

Coronation of Richard III: The Extant Documents, Gloucester 1983, pp. 35-46. 
24 Sutton and Hammond, Coronation, pp. 27, 31, 32, 136, 154; and for the knights of the Garter 

chosen to hold the canopy, 40, 77. By custom all four knight-supporters of the canopy would 
have been knights of the Garter, but it was the king’s choice. One of the four at the coronation is 
unknown. Another, Sir Edmund Hastings, was not a Garter knight but was known through 
Richard’s residence in the north. Hastings had been sheriff of Yorkshire in 1465, 1471 and 1477. 
He was also involved in the administration of the duchy of Lancaster, R.S. Somerville, History of 
the Duchy of Lancaster, 2 vols, London 1953, p. 534.  

25 Horrox and Hammond, Harleian 433, vol.1, p. 138; vol. 2, pp. 14-15, vol. 3, pp. 1, 31. 
26 E. Ashmole, The Institution, Laws and Ceremonies of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, London 

1672, p. 712. 
27  Fellowes, Knights of the Garter, p. 69; W.E. Hampton, Memorials of the Wars of the Roses,

Upminster 1979, nos. 370, 386; R. Horrox, “Conyers Family,” Oxf DNB,, accessed online 15 
November 2012; Sutton and Hammond, Coronation of Richard III, p. 325. Other listings of Richard 
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Sir John Conyers was a Yorkshireman whose seat was Hornby in the North 
Riding. He was the heir among the twenty-five children his father, Christopher 
(d. 1461x5), had with his two wives. Sir John himself had twelve children with 
his wife Margery (d. 1469), daughter and coheir of Philip, Lord Darcy. In local 
government, Sir John served as sheriff of Yorkshire for a term during the reign 
of Henry VI, and two additional terms during the reign of Edward IV. 28

Conyers, like his father, was a retainer of Richard Neville, Earl of Salisbury, in 
whose service Sir John was joined with the duke of York as York concentrated 
military forces at Ludlow in 1459, and following the Yorkist defeat nearby at 
Ludford Bridge on 13 October, Conyers suffered attainder in the Coventry 
parliament later in the year. Conyers evaded the worst consequences of 
attainder, but his association with the Neville family led him into rebellion 
against Edward IV in 1469. The failure of the rebellion brought Conyers’s 
submission to the king in March 1470.29 A few months later, a subsequent 
uprising caused Edward IV to flee the kingdom. 

King Edward recovered his kingdom in 1471, and Conyers managed to 
navigate successfully through a challenging political period. Sir John succeeded 
his father as steward of the lordship of Middleham, and that brought him 
directly into the service of Richard, Duke of Gloucester, when Richard became 
lord of Middleham in 1471. As king, Richard III made Sir John a knight of the 
body as well as a knight of the Garter, and granted to Sir John a life-annuity of 
£200.30  Sir John was thus one of the king’s familiars. Conyers kept to his 
northern environment during the reign of King Richard, and seems not to have 
become identified with the close advisors of the king. Sir John left a record of 
active military activity, but his presence at the battle of Bosworth is uncertain. 
His brother William, however, died there fighting on the king’s behalf.31 The 
victor at Bosworth and now the new king, Henry VII, continued Sir John as an 
administrator in the north, quickly made him a knight of the body, and left him 
a Garter knight. The impression left by Sir John Conyers is primarily that of a 
capable and experienced local administrator, a key figure in Yorkshire politics 
who did not become a dedicated courtier and who was fortunate to survive 
high politics. 

The second man listed by Ashmole among Richard III’s knights of the 
Garter was Sir Thomas Howard (d. 1524), and his aspect was unlike that of Sir 

III’s Garter knights place Francis Lovell, Lord Lovell, first of the seven and Sir John Conyers last: 
Begent and Chesshyre, Most Noble Order, pp. 313-14; G.F. Beltz, Memorials of the Order of the Garter,
London 1841, pp. clxvi-clxvii (Beltz believed that Conyers took the place in the fellowship 
vacated by the execution of Anthony Woodville); D. Schneider, Der englische Hosenbandorden. 
Beiträge zur Entstehung und Entwicklung des ‘The Most Noble Order of the Garter’ (1348-1702) mit einem 
Ausblick bis 1983 , 2 vols in 4 parts, Bonn 1988, p. 11. For this essay, the sequence of Garter 
knights honours the research of Ashmole.  

28 Public Record Office, London, List of Sheriffs for England and Wales, London 1898, p. 162. 
29 Ross, Edward IV, pp. 128, 141, 144. 
30 Horrox and Hammond, Harleian 433, vol. 1, p. 253. 
31 M.J. Bennett, The Battle of Bosworth, New York 1985, p. 173. 
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John Conyers. Howard sprang from a noble family, rather than a gentry one. 
Howard had an established military record, and was integral to the high politics 
of the realm.32 Thomas was by Richard III in 1483 made earl of Surrey, and he 
was the son and heir of John Howard, created duke of Norfolk by Richard III. 
John Howard was, like the king for whom he fought, killed at the battle of 
Bosworth. Father and son were, in fact, elevated respectively to their dukedom 
and earldom on 28 June, just two days after the reign of Richard III began.33

John Howard had become a Garter knight during the reign of Edward IV. 
There can be no doubt that King Richard expected support from the Howards 
for his kingship. 

Thomas Howard was sufficiently close to the regime of Edward IV that 
when the 1470 rebellion of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, drove Edward 
and his brother Richard into exile, Howard went into sanctuary for protection. 
When King Edward returned to England the next year, Howard fought with 
Edward in the battle of Barnet (14 April 1471), during which he was wounded. 
That battle, in which Warwick was killed, together with the battle of 
Tewkesbury (4 May), reestablished Edward IV on the throne. In 1472 Thomas 
married Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Sir Frederick Tilney of Ashwellthorpe, 
Norfolk, and by the following year was a squire of the body to King Edward, 
and was using Ashwellthorpe as his formal place of residence. When King 
Edward invaded France in 1475, Howard was part of the invading force, 
accompanied by a retinue of six men-at-arms and a contingent of archers. 
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, was also a veteran of the 1475 expedition. 
Howard’s first service as a justice of the peace for Norfolk came in 1476, and 
he was sheriff of Norfolk and Suffolk in 1476-77. He was chosen to sit in the 
Commons in the parliament that met in January 1478, and it was at that time 
that Howard was knighted by Edward IV.34 At the coronation of Richard III, 
Howard carried the king’s Sword of State for the ceremony in Westminster 
Abbey and, at the banquet that followed, Howard as steward held the white 
staff.35

Sir Thomas Howard’s loyalty to Richard III was manifest, beginning with his 
part in suppressing the rebellion of the duke of Buckingham. Howard fought 
for Richard at Bosworth, was captured and imprisoned for three years in the 
Tower of London. He lost his earldom, and was degraded from the Order of 
the Garter. However, faithful service to Henry VII and Henry VIII gradually 
brought him back from disgrace. He served both kings as treasurer of England 

32 F.P. Barnard, Edward IV’s French Expedition of 1475, Oxford 1925, pp. 78-79; D.M. Head, 
‘Thomas Howard’, OxfDNB, accessed online 15 November 2012; Fellowes, Knights of the Garter, p. 
67; Sutton and Hammond, Coronation of Richard III, p. 359. For Howard’s father, see A. Crawford, 
A Yorkist Lord: John Howard, Duke of Norfolk, c. 1425-1485, London 2009, and J. Ashdown-Hill, 
Richard III’s ‘Beloved Cousin’: John Howard and the House of York, Stroud 2009.

33 P.W. Hammond, Richard III and the Bosworth Campaign, Barnsely 2010, p. 14. 
34 J.C. Wedgwood, Biographies of the Members of the Commons House, 1439-1509, London 1936, pp. 

474-75.
35 Sutton and Hammond, Coronation of Richard III, pp. 31, 359. 
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(1501-22), and recovered the earldom of Surrey in 1489. Howard commanded 
the English forces in their victory over the Scots at the battle of Flodden in 
1513, and became duke of Norfolk in 1514. He had regained his place as a 
companion of the Order of the Garter in 1491, and two of his sons became 
companions in the reign of Henry VIII.36

Another of Richard III’s future Garter knights present at the king’s 
coronation was Francis Lovell, Viscount Lovell, and on that occasion Lovell 
carried the third sword of state.37 Richard’s wife, Anne Neville, was crowned 
queen at the same time her husband was crowned king, and Lovell supplied the 
ring that was slipped onto the fourth finger of her right hand.38 Lovell had 
military experience before Richard III became king. While yet a minor and the 
ward of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, Lovell was engaged in the rebellion 
of 1469-70 against Edward IV, for which the king pardoned him in September 
1470.39 It was not until 1477 that he came into possession of the lands he had 
inherited in Cheshire and Yorkshire. By 1480 Lovell was serving on 
commissions in the North Riding of Yorkshire in anticipation of war with 
Scotland following the 1479 expiration of a five-year truce with the Scotland of 
James III.40 A major raid into England took place in the summer of 1480, and 
Duke Richard of Gloucester, who had been appointed lieutenant-general by his 
brother Edward IV, spent the winter of 1481-82 besieging Berwick, which 
surrendered in August 1482. Lovell was with the duke of Gloucester on that 
campaign, and was knighted by Richard on 22 August 1481, exactly four years 
before the battle of Bosworth. The Anglo-Scottish conflict gained Berwick for 
the English, but there was no satisfactory solution to border warfare: there was 
not enough money to fund an English victory, and the political situation in 
Scotland was too turbulent for an ordered settlement. Duke Richard’s growing 
power in the north of the kingdom was beneficial to Lovell. In January 1483, 
Edward IV raised Lovell to the rank of viscount. A few months later, Lovell 
joined in supporting Richard of Gloucester’s taking of the throne. Between the 
death of Edward IV and the accession of Richard as king, Richard granted 
Lovell a castle and territory in Northamptonshire and appointed Lovell chief 
butler of England. 

Just two days after Richard III acceded to the throne, he appointed Lovell to 
be king’s chamberlain, thereby putting Lovell in a trusted position in the royal 
household very close to the king. This close association and friendship with the 
new king manifested early on in election as a knight of the Garter, a place on 

36 Ashmole, Order of the Garter, p. 715. 
37 Sutton and Hammond, Coronation of Richard III, p. 369. Beltz, Memorials, p. clxvi, places 

Lovell first on his list of Richard’s Garter knights, as do some other researchers (see n. 27). See 
also Fellowes, Knights of the Garter, pp. 48, 71. 

38 Sutton and Hammond, Coronation of Richard III, p. 41. 
39 R. Horrox, ‘Francis Lovell, Viscount Lovell’, OxfDNB, accessed online 15 November 2012.  
40 Kleineke, Edward IV, pp. 149-53. 
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Richard’s council, and annuities amounting to £74. 41  When the duke of 
Buckingham rose in rebellion, Lovell rallied in support of the king.42 Following 
the suppression of the rebellion, Lovell was granted forfeited lands in 
Oxfordshire and Berkshire in an apparent attempt to plant a man solidly loyal 
to King Richard in that region, but Lovell remained primarily a figure of the 
court.43 When preparations were being made in 1485 to resist the invasion of 
Henry Tudor, Lovell was posted to guard the south coast. Henry landed in 
Wales, and it is possible that Lovell moved to join the king and participated in 
the battle of Bosworth. He was reported early on as having been killed, perhaps 
disinformation to delay Lovell from becoming a focus of resistance to the 
Bosworth victor, but he in fact fled into sanctuary. Later he broke sanctuary, 
and raised an abortive rebellion in the north in early spring 1486 and again in 
spring 1487.44 His final act of resistance was as a commander in the battle of 
Stoke (16 June 1487), a failed attempt to overthrow Henry VII. Lovell escaped 
from his defeat at Stoke, turned up in Scotland in 1488, and then his trail in 
history grows cold. The date of his death is unknown. Lord Lovell’s enduring 
devotion to King Richard’s cause was remarkable. 

Francis, Lord Lovell is remembered in part because of the couplet attributed 
to William Collingbourne45 critical of King Richard and his closest advisors:  

The Cat, the Rat and Lovell our Dog 
Rule all England under the Hog. 

Collingbourne died a traitor’s death for his opposition to King Richard. The 
dog in the lampooning rhyme is a reference to Lovell’s emblem of a silver wolf, 
and the hog denotes Richard III’s emblem of a white boar. The cat refers to 
William Catesby (d. 1485), who was Speaker of the Commons in Richard III’s 
only parliament.46 The rat represents Sir Richard Ratcliffe (or Radcliffe), who 
was, like Lovell, one of Richard III’s Garter knights. 

Sir Richard Ratcliffe (d. 1485) was in the service of Richard, Duke of 
Gloucester, at least by 1475, and was active in the north of England, 
particularly county Durham, where he was constable of Barnard Castle. 47

Ratcliffe had military experience before Duke Richard became king as a 
participant in the duke’s Scottish campaigns of 1480-82. Richard knighted 
Ratcliffe during the siege of Berwick in 1481, and in the next year Ratcliffe was 
promoted to knight banneret. When Richard of Gloucester was making 
preparations to take the throne, Ratcliffe was a close associate in the process. It 

41 Horrox and Hammond, Harleian 433, 1: 199, 229. 
42 Gill, Buckingham’s Rebellion, p. 72. 
43 Horrox, Richard III, pp. 220-22. 
44 M.J. Bennett, Lambert Simnel and the Battle of Stoke, Gloucester 1987, pp. 35, 37, 91, 111. 
45 P.W. Hammond and A.F. Sutton, Richard III: The Road to Bosworth Field, London 1985, p. 196. 
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was Ratcliffe who left London on 11 June 1483 with letters and verbal 
instructions to officials in York requesting assistance against the duke’s 
enemies. 48  As mentioned earlier, on 25 June Earl Rivers was executed at 
Pontefract Castle, and Ratcliffe was present for the event.49 Two others who 
had been arrested at Stony Stratford were beheaded at the same time as Rivers: 
Sir Richard Gray, Queen Elizabeth’s younger son by her first marriage, and Sir 
Thomas Vaughan, chamberlain to the putative Edward V. Ratcliffe then 
returned south with the military supporters of Richard in time for the 
coronation of Richard III, and was one of four knights who supported a 
canopy over Richard in Westminster Abbey as he was anointed king by 
Archbishop Thomas Bourchier of Canterbury. 50  The new king soon made 
Ratcliffe a knight of his body and also, at some date, a companion of the Order 
of the Garter. Richard granted Ratcliffe lands producing an estimated annual 
income of £666 together with offices that likely pushed his patronage income 
to over £1,000 yearly.51 In 1484 Ratcliffe became sheriff of Westmorland, and 
spent most of the reign involved in the affairs of northern England, including 
negotiating with Scotland for a truce and being the king’s deputy lieutenant on 
the west march. King Richard granted Sir Richard extensive lands in 
southwestern England in 1484, but Radcliffe did not become a powerful 
presence in the southwest; he was a powerful presence with the king as a 
trusted counselor. He served on numerous commissions on behalf of the king, 
and was a Justice of the Peace in several counties.52 Sir Richard’s faithful service 
to Richard III continued to the end, for Ratcliffe was among those slain in the 
king’s army in the battle of Bosworth.53

A future Garter knight who received a special gift of cloth pursuant to his 
presence at the coronation of Richard III was Sir Thomas Burgh, or Borough 
(d. 1496) of Gainsborough, Lincolnshire.54 He was the son and heir of Thomas 
Burgh and Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of Sir Henry Percy of Harthill, 
Yorkshire.55 His interests were in Lincolnshire and the north of England. Burgh 
was sheriff of Lincolnshire in 1460-61. It is not known if Burgh was present at 
the 1461 battle of Towton that established Edward IV on the throne or if he 
gave assistance during the campaign, but it is suggestive of his support that 
Burgh was made an esquire of the body just days after the battle, and was soon 
rising in the service of the new king. Having been knighted by Edward by early 
1463, Burgh later served his king as knight of the body. Doubtless with royal 
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influence, Burgh married the widow of William, Lord Botreaux (d. 1462): 
Margaret, daughter of Thomas, Lord Roos and his wife, Eleanor, daughter of 
Richard Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick. Burgh became master of the horse to 
the king by early 1464, and served in that office for the remainder of the reign. 
Among the parliaments in which he sat as a member of the Commons for 
Lincolnshire were those of 1467-68, 1478, and Richard III’s parliament of 1484. 
He was firmly entrenched in the royal household and served as a counselor 
both to Edward IV and Richard III. It was the patronage of Edward IV that 
made Burgh a powerful, and apparently resented, force in Lincolnshire.  

A private quarrel between Burgh and Richard, Lord Welles in the winter of 
1469-70 resulted in the destruction of Burgh’s manor house at Gainsborough.56

King Edward decided to intervene in person to restore the peace, and news of 
the king’s approach excited fear in Lincolnshire and neighbouring Yorkshire 
that the king was going to bring horrible vengeance to the locality. The result 
was a local rebellion that merged with the plotting against the king by his 
former great supporter, now turned enemy, Richard, earl of Warwick, who was 
joined by the king’s own brother George, Duke of Clarence. The rebellion 
collapsed, but it was a prelude to the uprising against the king that came later in 
1470 and forced Edward to flee the kingdom, to soon be joined by his loyal 
brother Richard, Duke of Gloucester. The exiles made their way early in 
October to the territories of Edward’s and Richard’s sister, Margaret, Duchess 
of Burgundy. Burgh remained in England awaiting events. 

With support from his brother-in-law, Duke Charles of Burgundy, King 
Edward returned with force to England, landing in Yorkshire on 14 March 
1471. There is no clear evidence that Sir Thomas Burgh joined in the military 
campaign with Edward’s victories at Barnet (14 April) and Tewkesbury (4 May) 
that marked Edward’s tremendous achievement of establishing himself once 
again as king. Four years later, when Edward invaded France, it is certain that 
Burgh was engaged upon the military expedition.57 Burgh’s retinue of sixteen 
men-at-arms and 160 archers brought more archers into the king’s army than 
any other knight of the body. Burgh was an important supporter of King 
Edward, and his résumé as a potential Garter knight unquestionably now 
included military experience. Burgh was a sufficiently significant figure in King 
Edward’s circle that in the sumptuary law passed by parliament in 1483, Burgh 
was one of eleven men specifically exempted from restrictions on the 
sumptuousness of the attire allowed for a man of his estate.58 It might be 
assumed that Burgh was a personable and handsome counselor to Edward IV. 

Following the death of King Edward, Burgh moved into the service of 
Richard III, and was, as mentioned, present for Richard’s coronation. There 
may have been some suspicion that he was among the members of the late 
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king’s household who were not entirely comfortable with Richard of 
Gloucester taking the throne because in the aftermath of Buckingham’s 
rebellion Burgh availed himself of a royal pardon. 59  Nevertheless, Burgh 
entered into the service of Richard III, and was well rewarded. In addition to 
becoming a knight of the Garter, Burgh retained his local position centered on 
Lincolnshire. He also received from Richard an annuity and offices valued at 
around £100, together with land worth another £200.60 Yet Burgh seems never 
to have been as closely associated with King Richard as he was with King 
Edward. As for the final campaign of King Richard’s reign, Burgh was not 
among those on the field of Bosworth. Burgh was unable to retain all of the 
offices and patronage gains from Richard III in the reign of Henry VII, but he 
soon became a member of the new king’s council, just as he had been under 
Edward IV and Richard III. In 1487 he was issued a summons to sit among the 
lords in parliament as Lord Burgh.61 It would appear, then, that Burgh was able 
to convince Henry VII that he was a loyal subject and supportive of the new 
régime.

The sixth man on Elias Ashmole’s list of Richard III’s knights of the Garter 
was the son of one of King Henry VI’s Garter knights. This was Thomas, 
second Lord Stanley (d. 1504), son of Thomas, first Lord Stanley (d. 1459).62

Over several generations the Stanley family had established a solid base of 
power in Lancashire and Cheshire, with its principal seat being Lathom in 
Lancashire. The second Lord Stanley’s great-grandfather, Sir John Stanley (d. 
1414), had become lord (or king) of the Isle of Man as well as establishing 
himself at Lathom. The second Lord Stanley’s father successfully navigated the 
turbulent politics of the 1440s and 1450s, and avoided alienating either the king 
and his supporters, or the supporters of the king’s rivals, the duke of York and 
the earl of Warwick. Stanley managed to arrive late with his army for the first 
battle of St Albans in 1455 where he was expected to support the king. He 
made accommodation with the victorious duke of York, and soon, by means of 
York’s influence, became chamberlain of the household to Henry VI, and was 
also elevated to the peerage as baron of Lathom. The first Lord Stanley died 
early in 1459, and his son was in an awkward political situation. The new Lord 
Stanley had connections with both rival factions. He had been long associated 
with the royal household, on one side, and on the other side, was married to 
Eleanor Neville, daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of Salisbury, and 
consequently a sibling of Salisbury’s son, Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick. 
Stanley avoided fighting at the indecisive battle of Blore Heath in September 

59 Gill, Buckingham’s Rebellion, p. 100. 
60 Horrox, Richard III, p. 259. 
61 J.E. Powell and K. Wallis, The House of Lords in the Middle Ages, London 1968, p. 534. 
62 M.J. Bennett, ‘Thomas Stanley’, OxfDNB, accessed online 15 November 2012; Idem, ‘”Good 

lords” and “King makers”: The Stanleys of Lathom in English politics, 1385-1485’, History Today
vol.31 (July 1981), pp. 12-17; Hampton, Memorials, no. 161. See also M. Jones, ‘Richard III and 
the Stanleys’, in Richard III and the North, ed. R. Horrox, Hull 1986, pp. 27-50. 



Richard III’s Knights of the Garter 

105

1459, and gained a pardon from the king for his inaction, even though his 
brother, William Stanley, had fought for the duke of York against the royal 
forces. Stanley was not present as Yorkist forces concentrated at Ludlow in 
October, and was absent as well from the Yorkist rout that followed at Ludford 
Bridge. In this era of politics-by-violence that has come to be known as the 
Wars of the Roses, Stanley adopted a strategy of avoidance. Following Ludford 
Bridge, the duke of York and his second son, Edmund, Earl of Rutland, 
escaped to Ireland, while York’s eldest son, Edward, Earl of March, together 
with the earls of Warwick and Salisbury, fled to Calais. Stanley was not inclined 
at this stage to cultivate the reputation of a warrior. 

The earls in Calais mounted a return in force to England, and triumphed 
over royal forces at Northampton in July 1460, making a captive of King Henry 
VI. Stanley soon began to cooperate with those who were ruling in the name of 
Henry VI. Richard, Duke of York, returned from Ireland shortly after the fight 
at Northampton with the intention of ultimately becoming king himself, of 
replacing the dynasty of Lancaster with that of York. It was not to happen as 
York desired, because Henry VI’s queen, Margaret of Anjou, had sufficient 
military support to challenge York. At Wakefield in Yorkshire, late in 
December, the battle went against York, who was killed along with his son 
Edmund of Rutland. However, York’s eldest son Edward of March won a 
military victory over Lancastrian forces at Mortimer’s Cross in February 1461. 
The tables were turned later in February when Lancastrians defeated the earl of 
Warwick at the second battle of St Albans. However, Warwick escaped from St 
Albans, and joined Edward of March in a rush to London, where York’s son, 
Edward, Earl of March, was proclaimed by his supporters in Westminster Hall 
on 4 March as King Edward IV. Immediately thereafter, Edward set out after 
the Lancastrian forces as they withdrew northward. A bloody battle took place 
at Towton in Yorkshire on 29 March.63 Edward was victorious, and Henry VI, 
Queen Margaret, and their son, Prince Edward, fled to Scotland. There is no 
evidence that Thomas, Lord Stanley took part in any of the military actions that 
ended with Edward IV as king. Stanley did, however, participate in the 
subduing of Lancastrian resistance in the north of England as Edward 
consolidated his hold on the throne. Stanley was not one of King Edward’s 
close associates, but he kept on good terms, and the king needed Stanley 
because of his regional power in the northwest. It deserves mention in relation 
to Stanley’s military skills that in the celebration of the coronation of Edward 
IV’s queen, Elizabeth Woodville, in May 1465, a tournament was held in which 
Thomas, Lord Stanley won the honours of the day.64

For the next few years there were no military battles at the level of high 
politics. A dispute late in the 1460s over possession of an estate in north 
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Lancashire led to Stanley laying siege to Hornby Castle and being in serious 
opposition to Richard, Duke of Gloucester.65 This local issue may well have 
had lasting repercussions in the Stanley reaction to Gloucester becoming king. 
At the end of the decade, when the earl of Warwick succeeded in driving King 
Edward out of the kingdom, Stanley provided support for the restoration of 
Henry VI. When Edward IV returned from exile in 1471, Lord Stanley did not 
become involved in the campaign highlighted by the battles of Barnet and 
Tewkesbury. However, his brother Sir William Stanley came to Edward’s 
support straightaway. Lord Stanley was not cast into the wilderness in 1471 
because of his recent disloyal actions, but rather was brought closer into the 
circle of the king. Edward IV made Lord Stanley steward of the royal 
household in 1471 and by the next year he was a member of the king’s 
council.66 The death of Lord Stanley’s wife, Eleanor Neville, opened the way 
for a second marriage in 1472 to the thrice-married widow Margaret Beaufort, 
Countess of Richmond.67 Margaret’s only child, born to her second marriage, 
was Henry Tudor, who conceivably could become heir-general of the royal 
Lancastrian family. 

Stanley remained cordially as a part of the royal court through the 1470s. 
When Edward IV launched his invasion of France in 1475, Lord Stanley 
participated, as did his brother, Sir William Stanley. Lord Stanley led a retinue 
of seventy-nine men-at-arms and 300 archers, while Sir William went to France 
accompanied by a man-at-arms and twenty archers.68 A few years later Lord 
Stanley was active in the Anglo-Scottish war. In the summer of 1482 Richard, 
Duke of Gloucester, was commander-in-chief of the English invasion of 
Scotland, and Lord Stanley was one of his foremost lieutenants.69 Lord Stanley 
played an important role in the primary achievement of the 1482 campaign, the 
restoration to English control of Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

Following the death of Edward IV, in whose funeral Lord Stanley 
participated, Lord Stanley was among the lords who attempted to temper the 
tensions between Duke Richard of Gloucester and the Woodville kin of the 
presumed new king, Edward V. As a member of the late king’s council and an 
executor of Edward IV’s will, as well as steward of the royal household, Stanley 
was at the heart of current events. 70   Stanley’s political position brought 
difficulties. As Duke Richard progressed toward usurping the throne, the 
council meeting of 13 June 1483 was one of great drama. William, Lord 
Hastings was arrested and summarily executed. Lord Stanley was arrested at the 
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same time and was reportedly injured in the process.71 Yet Stanley not only 
survived the tumult of the moment, he also emerged in the good graces of 
Richard III, continuing as steward of the household. Lord Stanley participated 
in the coronation of Richard III on 6 July. 72  In the procession from 
Westminster Hall to Westminster Abbey, Lord Stanley carried the mace of the 
constable of England,73 although the duke of Buckingham had been named 
constable by Richard. Stanley was appointed constable after the death of 
Buckingham, and the carrying of the mace may thus have been a mark of 
special favour. 74  Richard seems to have decided to engage in the political 
cultivation of Lord Stanley rather than attempt to destroy such a regionally 
powerful man. Other members of the family present at the coronation were Sir 
William Stanley, Lord Stanley’s younger brother who became a knight of the 
Garter under Henry VII, and Sir Edward Stanley (d. 1523), a younger son of 
Lord Stanley who in 1514 became a knight of the Garter and Lord 
Mounteagle.75 George Stanley, Lord Strange (d. 1497), Lord Stanley’s eldest son 
and one of Henry VII’s Garter knights, is not known to have been present for 
the coronation. 

It was important for a new king whose legitimate wearing of the crown could 
be questioned to seek the loyalty of his subjects. Richard III not surprisingly 
decided upon a journey, an impressive progress, to various parts of his 
kingdom. He set out just days after the coronation, and reached Windsor by 
way of Greenwich on 19 July. Richard’s progress carried on westward to 
Reading, Oxford, Minster Lovell, and to Gloucester, where he bestowed a new 
charter upon the town. He then went north to Tewkesbury where his brother 
George, Duke of Clarence, was buried and where he himself had been a 
commander in the battle of 1471 that helped confirm his eldest brother as 
Edward IV. From Tewkesbury, he wended his way northward to a grand 
entrance into the city of York on 29 August.76 Thomas, Lord Stanley was with 
Richard in York, as was Stanley’s eldest son George Stanley, Lord Strange. On 
Monday, 8 September, Richard’s son, Edward of Middleham, was formally 
invested as Prince of Wales in York Minster. Queen Anne was also present for 
her son’s investiture. After a stay of over three weeks in York, King Richard 
turned southward, passing through Gainsborough to Lincoln. The royal 
progress ended abruptly at Lincoln on 11 October when Richard learned of the 
rebellion against him led by Henry Stafford, duke of Buckingham. Richard’s 
focus immediately became the suppression of the rebellion. 
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Lord Stanley had been accused of plotting against Richard of Gloucester on 
13 June 1483, had recovered from that crisis, and had been encouraged in his 
support of Richard III through his role in the king’s coronation, and now 
Buckingham had risen in rebellion. Early in the rebellion Buckingham had been 
in communication with Henry Tudor, who was in exile in Brittany. Tudor’s 
mother, Margaret Beaufort, was Stanley’s wife. Stanley may have been 
sympathetic toward Buckingham early in Richard’s reign, but Buckingham 
quickly garnered too much power to be a comfort to Stanley, and Margaret was 
supportive of Buckingham with an eye to the prospects of her son.77 Lord 
Stanley was with the king when news broke of the rebellion, and had little 
choice but to act as a loyal subject. In the aftermath of Buckingham’s failed 
rebellion, Margaret Beaufort was punished for having provided financial 
support to the rebels, and efforts were made to eliminate contact between her 
and her son.78 Margaret’s punishment for conspiring with Buckingham might 
have been more severe if it were not for the king’s need of Lord Stanley’s 
support. It is worth noting that Lord Stanley took up the offer to obtain a royal 
pardon after Buckingham’s rebellion. 79  Yet the king needed an allied Lord 
Stanley, and following the revolt Stanley was rewarded with lands worth some 
£700 and annuity of £100.80 He was also appointed constable of England to 
replace the executed duke of Buckingham. Moreover, somewhere inserted in 
these events, was the occasion when Lord Stanley became a companion of the 
Order of the Garter. 

To all outward appearances Lord Stanley was a faithful supporter of King 
Richard. However, it is difficult to imagine that the king entirely trusted Stanley. 
In fact, in the summer of 1485, when an invasion of England by Henry Tudor 
was anticipated, and Lord Stanley left the king to return to his estates, the king 
requested that Lord Stanley’s son, George Stanley, Lord Strange, take his 
father’s place at court. It is appropriate to believe that George was viewed as a 
hostage for his father’s good behaviour. The intimidation did not succeed with 
Lord Stanley. Henry Tudor landed in South Wales in early August, and led his 
forces into the English midlands. Lord Stanley had an army under his 
command, as had Sir William Stanley. What the Stanley forces might do must 
have caused anxiety for King Richard as he prepared to fight those rebelling 
against his kingship. As things unfolded at Bosworth Field on 22 August, Lord 
Stanley held his forces back from the battle, and Sir William intervened at a 
critical juncture in the fighting to give the victory to Tudor. Lord Stanley 
avoided action as he had at Blore Heath in 1459. He and his brother were both 
traitors to their king, and Lord Stanley was also unfaithful as a knight of the 
Garter. Just over a month after his betrayal of Richard III, King Henry VII 
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elevated Lord Stanley to the earldom of Derby. The impression left by Lord 
Stanley is that his primary interest was self-interest. As a final note, it would be 
interesting to know the domestic conversations that led Lord Stanley to agree 
to his wife Margaret taking a vow of perpetual chastity in 1499.81

Lord Stanley’s story before the accession of Richard III and as one of 
Richard’s knights of the Garter, even in summary form, is a complex one. The 
story of Sir Richard Tunstall (d. 1492), King Richard’s seventh Garter knight on 
Ashmole’s list is somewhat more straightforward. Tunstall is a Lancashire 
toponymic, and Sir Richard’s roots were in the north of England at Thurland, 
Lancashire, and Bentham, Yorkshire. Sir Richard was the son and heir of Sir 
Thomas Tunstall of Thurland Castle and Tunstall and his wife Eleanor, 
daughter of Henry, Lord Fitzhugh of Ravensworth (Yorkshire). 82  Tunstall’s 
father-in-law, Lord Fitzhugh, was an Agincourt veteran, a Garter knight, and 
had been chamberlain to King Henry V.83 Sir Richard Tunstall was more than 
twenty years older than Richard III, having become an esquire of the body to 
King Henry VI in 1452, the year Richard III was born. By 1455 Tunstall had 
been knighted, was a king’s carver, and was enjoying a life-annuity of £40. Late 
in 1459 Tunstall became chamberlain of the receipt of the exchequer, and the 
next year his close association with Henry VI was confirmed by his becoming 
chamberlain of the household of the king. 

Tunstall gave military support to King Henry in the king’s struggles with the 
supporters of Richard, Duke of York. Tunstall fought for Henry in the battle of 
Wakefield in 1460, where York was killed, and a few months later fought for 
the king at the second battle of St Albans where the royal forces were 
victorious. King Henry’s rival after the death of York, York’s son, being called 
King Edward IV, met and defeated the forces of Tunstall and other loyal 
Lancastrians in the battle of Towton on 29 March. Tunstall escaped into 
Scotland with Queen Margaret after the battle, and he was attainted by 
parliamentary act under Edward IV. Tunstall engaged in military resistance to 
the new king, and was with the wandering Henry VI in 1465 when Henry was 
captured. Once again Tunstall managed to live to fight another day, and made 
his way to the Lancastrian stronghold of Harlech Castle in Wales. In 1468, 
perhaps deciding that Edward IV was firmly in power, Tunstall surrendered 
and received a royal pardon.  

When Edward IV was driven into exile in 1470, the restored Henry VI 
appointed Tunstall master of the mint. Edward IV returned in force in 1471, 
was victorious at Barnet and Tewkesbury, and soon afterward Tunstall gained 
his second pardon from Edward IV as well as the reversal of his attainder. It 
would be of great interest to know how Tunstall secured the favour of King 
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Edward. He did certainly gain favour, and as Edward prepared for his invasion 
of France, Tunstall in August 1474 entered into a military indenture to provide 
ten men-at-arms and one hundred archers for the enterprise of the following 
year.84 For his first quarter of military service, Tunstall’s fee was £298 0s 6d; his 
own fee was 2s a day. Tunstall was with King Edward when an end to the 
military expedition was negotiated with King Louis XI of France in August 
1475. It would appear that Tunstall demonstrated some diplomatic skill in the 
French environment, for he was commissioned to negotiate with French 
ambassadors on two occasions in 1477 and again in 1478. It is possible that 
Tunstall in this period was a counselor of Richard, Duke of Gloucester. 85

Tunstall’s brother, William, was a feoffee of Gloucester. 
At the end of Edward IV’s reign, Tunstall held the post of deputy of Calais 

Castle under Sir Humphrey Talbot, a fellow veteran of the 1475 French 
expedition.86 Being posted in Calais meant that Tunstall did not participate in 
the dramatic events surrounding Richard of Gloucester as he acceded to the 
throne as Richard III, and that meant that he was the only one of King 
Richard’s future Garter knights who did not attend the coronation of Richard 
and Anne in 1483. Tunstall had no difficulty as he moved into the service of 
Richard III, and Richard’s appreciation of Tunstall is evidenced by entry into 
the fellowship of the Garter. That King Richard trusted Tunstall is further 
made evident by Tunstall’s appointment as Richard’s lieutenant of Calais 
Castle.87 Tunstall may well have held favour in Richard’s eyes as a combat 
veteran and a faithful supporter of his brother Edward IV. A brief record of 
Richard’s grant to Tunstall of an annuity of one hundred marks suggests an 
association with Thomas, Lord Stanley.88 Tunstall’s support was cultivated by 
Richard III, but there seems to have been no close friendship between the two 
men.

Tunstall may have been lieutenant of Calais Castle, but he was in England in 
the summer of 1485. A narrative poem, known as The Ballad of Bosworth Field,
was written by an anonymous author who may have been an eye-witness to the 
battle of 22 August. According to the poem, Sir Richard Tunstall entered the 
battle on the side of Henry Tudor.89 True or not, Tunstall indeed prospered 
under the patronage of the victor of Bosworth. Henry VII in 1486 granted 
Tunstall an annuity of £100 to be drawn from the customs and subsidies of 
Hull. In the same year Tunstall was made steward for life of the duchy of 
Lancaster honor of Pontefract.90 King Henry continued Tunstall as steward of 
Kendal, made him a knight of the body and a member of his council, and in 
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1488 an ambassador to negotiate with the French king. Such rewards infer that 
Tunstall was a friend to Tudor on Bosworth Field. In Yorkshire, Tunstall 
during the reign of Henry VII was a Justice of the Peace, sheriff, and at the end 
of his life sat for Yorkshire as a member of the Commons. 

King Richard III’s seven knights of the Garter were all significant actors in 
Yorkist-era England. It might first be noticed that all were Englishmen. The 
Order of the Garter had been founded as an international society of knights, 
and had King Richard lived longer international companions would most likely 
have been added. After the death of Queen Anne, Richard was looking to 
Iberia for a potential wife. 91  Had Isabel de Aragón y Castilla, the Spanish 
infanta, or Infanta Joana, the sister of the king of Portugal, been chosen, 
international Garter knights would almost certainly have been added. If Lovell’s 
interests can be considered more focused on northern England than southern, 
six of Richard’s Garter knights were northerners, the southern exception being 
Howard. All seven of Richard’s Garter knights would have been known to him 
before he became king by virtue of their service to Edward IV or to Richard 
himself. Conyers was steward of Middleham, and three, Lovell, Stanley, and 
Ratcliffe served under Richard on the Scottish campaign. All seven men, like 
Richard, were born to the military estate of society, and would have been 
similarly educated in youth in hunting and hawking, equestrian skills that 
included handling spirited war-horses, the wearing of armor, and the use of 
weapons such as bows, spears, shields, daggers, swords, and axes. Two of 
Richard’s Garter knights were high peers (Howard and Lovell), one a baron 
(Stanley), and four were knights (Burgh, Conyers, Ratcliffe, and Tunstall). Two 
of the seven, Howard and Stanley, were the sons of knights of the Garter, and 
Tunstall was the son-in-law of a companion. None of these men were raised 
from the dust, and all had military experience before becoming Garter knights. 

Curiously, Richard’s son Edward never became a companion in the Order.92

Perhaps King Richard was waiting for an assembly at Windsor as an 
appropriate occasion for the investiture of Edward of Middleham. The feast of 
St George fell twice during the reign of Richard III, but it is unlikely that 
Richard ever presided as sovereign over an assembly of the Order of the Garter 
at Windsor. 93  Richard did not visit Windsor in April 1484. 94  Moreover, 
Richard’s son had recently died, and his parents would have been in mourning 
for their only child. Richard was briefly at Windsor early in the week before St 
George’s Day 1485,95 but following the death of Queen Anne on 16 March, the 
moment was inauspicious for the ritual of a Garter assembly. 

91 J. Ashdown-Hill, The Last Days of Richard III, Stroud 2010, pp. 26-31. 
92 Begent and Chesshyre, Most Noble Order, p. 94. Like Edward, son of Henry VI, Edward of 

Middleham was invested as prince of Wales but never as a companion of the Order of the Garter. 
93 A.F. Sutton, ‘The court and its culture in the reign of Richard III’, in Richard III, ed. 

Gillingham, p. 79; Sutton and Visser-Fuchs, Richard III’s Books, p. 103. 
94 Edwards, Itinerary, pp. 17-18. 
95 Ibid., p. 35. 
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Before becoming knights of the Garter, at least five of the seven knights had 
demonstrated talent in governmental administration: Burgh, Conyers, Howard, 
Ratcliffe, and Tunstall. Lord Stanley was a decidedly clever political leader in his 
region. Howard and Ratcliffe had served as justices of the peace. Burgh, 
Conyers, Howard, and Ratcliffe had served in the office of sheriff before 
becoming companions. Burgh and Howard had sat with the Commons in 
parliament as part of their careers before 1483. 

In the final available test of loyalty to Richard III at the battle of Bosworth, 
Richard’s seven Garter knights did not all emerge above reproach. For 
whatever reasons, Sir Thomas Burgh and Sir John Conyers were not present on 
the field. Thomas Howard, Earl of Surrey, fought for Richard at Bosworth, and 
survived, but his father, Duke John of Norfolk, was killed fighting for Richard. 
Francis Lovell, Viscount Lovell, fought for Richard, and escaped to fight on for 
the dynasty of York. Sir Richard Ratcliffe was killed at Bosworth supporting 
Richard.96 Thomas, Lord Stanley, remained on the fringe of the battlefield while 
his brother, Sir William, intervened on behalf of Henry Tudor. Sir Richard 
Tunstall also is presumed to have cast his lot with Henry Tudor at Bosworth. If 
Richard III thought he would gain the loyalty of Stanley and Tunstall by means 
of companionship in the Order of the Garter, he was mistaken, but the 
Howard companions, father and son, together with Lovell and Ratcliffe, stood 
in battle with their king. The chivalric virtue of loyauté was but partially well 
served by Richard III’s knights of the Garter on Bosworth Field.

96 The Crowland Chronicle Continuations: 1459-1486, ed. N. Pronay and J. Cox, London 1986,  
p. 182. 


